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STANFORD, CA.  On November 7-9, 2003, over one hundred high school students, representing high schools and communities throughout California, will gather to attend the 2nd Annual Youth Leadership Conference on Asian & Pacific Islander Health, sponsored by the Asian Liver Center at Stanford University.

Throughout the weekend, students will be challenged to deconstruct the myths surrounding Asian and Pacific Islander (API) identity, and learn more about the diverse API experience.  Students will hear from leading experts, professors, policy makers, professionals, and representatives from non-profit organizations about issues that pertain to API health.  Some of the issues that will be explored are:  Asian American identity and deconstructing the model minority stereotype; hepatitis B and liver cancer; teen smoking; stress and relationships; and cultural competency in medicine.  

Students will further have a chance to explore what college life is like as they are housed on campus within dormitories at Stanford University, share meals with Stanford undergraduates and students at the School of Medicine, as well as participate in a tour of the beautiful Stanford campus.  

During the conference, students will have the chance to explore the idea of doing community outreach and participate in workshops designed to teach students how to work towards addressing the API health problems within their own communities and schools.  

Our central belief is that young people, while surely the leaders of tomorrow, have great potential to be leaders today within their homes and within their communities.  Throughout this conference, students will not only learn about the issues that impact the Asian & Pacific Islander community, but also be empowered to make substantive change in our society.  

Among the weekend’s speakers will be:  
· Assemblymember Leland Yee (Assistant Speaker pro Tempore, California State Assembly) will be discussing his vision for how young people can assume leadership roles in their communities.

· Robin Mamlet (Dean of Admission and Financial Aid, Stanford University) will discuss the college admissions process and diversity in higher education.

· Roger Fan (Actor, Better Luck Tomorrow), will engage with the students on how to break out of stereotypes.

· Dr. Samuel So (Director, Asian Liver Center and the Lui Hac Minh Professor of Surgery at the Stanford School of Medicine) will discuss hepatitis B and liver cancer in the Asian communities.

· Dr. Phillip Zhuang (Psychiatrist, North Beach Mental Health Clinic) will discuss stress and mental health issues faced by API youth.

· Irene Cheung (Vice President, Imada Wong Group) will talk about teen smoking among API communities.

· May Ying Ly (Executive Director, Hmong Women’s Heritage Association) will discuss her experiences as retold in Ann Fadiman’s monumental book, The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down.
· Donnovan Yisrael (Community Health Specialist, Vaden Health Services) will talk about gender roles and peer pressure.

· Tara Elkins (Answer to Cancer Foundation) will address the students in memory of her brother, Adrian Elkins, who passed away from liver cancer.

· Duc Nguyen (Host, KQED’s Pacific Time, a nationally broadcast radio program), will discuss the API voice in the greater community.  

This event is sponsored by:  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the American Cancer Society, GlaxoSmithKline, with additional support from:  Korea Times, World Journal, Jing Jing Restaurant, Hobee’s Restaurant, Cold Stone Ice Cream, and Round Table Pizza.
